Theme Quotes Analysis
Ambition
	Quotation
	Meaning of the quotation
	How the quotation relates to the theme

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


Ambition
Act 1 Scene 3
MACBETH: (aside to BANQUO) Do you not hope your children shall be kings, When those that gave the thane of Cawdor to me
Promised no less to them? (121-123)
MACBETH: My thought, whose murder yet is but fantastical, Shakes so my single state of man
That function is smothered in surmise, And nothing is but what is not.  (142-145)
MACBETH: (aside) If chance will have me king, why, chance may crown me Without  my  stir. (147-149)
Act 1 Scene 4
MACBETH: (aside) The prince of Cumberland! That is a step On which I must fall down, or else o'erleap,
For in my way it lies. Stars, hide your fires; Let not light see my black and deep desires. The eye wink at the hand, yet let that be
Which the eye fears, when it is done, to see. (50-52)
Act 1 Scene 5
LADY MACBETH: Yet do I fear thy nature; It is too full o' th' milk of human kindness
To catch the nearest way: thou wouldst be great, Art not without ambition, but without
The illness should attend it. (15-20)
LADY MACBETH: Hie thee hither,
That I may pour my spirits in thine ear And chastise with the valor of my tongue
All that impedes thee from the golden round, Which fate and metaphysical aid doth seem To have thee crowned withal. (25-30)
LADY MACBETH (To Macbeth): Great Glamis, worthy Cawdor, Greater than both, by the all-hail hereafter,
Thy letters have transported me beyond This ignorant present, and I feel now The future in the instant. (55-59)
Act 1 Scene 7
MACBETH (to himself): I have no spur To prick the sides of my intent, but only Vaulting ambition, which o'erleaps itself And falls on th' other. (25-27)
LADY MACBETH (to Macbeth): We fail?
But screw your courage to the sticking-place, And we’ll not fail.  (59-61)
Act 2 Scene 1
MACBETH: If you shall cleave to my consent, when ’tis, It shall make honor for you.
BANQUO: So I lose none
In seeking to augment it, but still keep
My bosom franchised and allegiance clear, I shall be counselled. (24-29)
Act 3 Scene 1
BANQUO: Thou hast it now: king, Cawdor, Glamis, all, As the weird women promised, and I fear
Thou played’st most foully for ’t. Yet it was said It should not stand in thy posterity,
But that myself should be the root and father Of many kings. (1-6)
MACBETH: To be thus is nothing,
But to be safely thus. Our fears in Banquo Stick deep, and in his royalty of nature Reigns that which would be feared. (50-53)
Act 5 Scene 5
MACBETH: Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player That struts and frets his hour upon the stage
And then is heard no more. It is a tale Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, Signifying nothing. (24-28)
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Gender
Act 1 Scene 2
CAPTAIN: But all’s too weak,
For brave Macbeth—well he deserves that name— Disdaining fortune, with his brandished steel, Which smoked with bloody execution…  (15-18)
Act 1 Scene 3
BANQUO: You should be women,
And yet your beards forbid me to interpret That you are so. (47-49)
Act 1 Scene 5
LADY MACBETH:  Come, you spirits
That tend on mortal thoughts, unsex me here, And fill me from the crown to the toe top-full Of direst cruelty. Make thick my blood.
Stop up the access and passage to remorse, That no compunctious visitings of nature Shake my fell purpose, nor keep peace between The effect and it! Come to my woman’s breasts,
And take my milk for gall, you murd'ring ministers, Wherever in your sightless substances
You wait on nature’s mischief. (30-40)
Act 1 Scene 7
LADY MACBETH: Wouldst thou have that
Which thou esteem’st the ornament of life, And live a coward in thine own esteem, Letting “I dare not” wait upon “I would, ” Like the poor cat i' th' adage?
MACBETH: Prithee, peace:
I dare do all that may become a man; Who dares do more is none. (41-48)
LADY MACBETH: When you durst do it, then you were a man; (49)
LADY MACBETH: I have given suck, and know How tender ’tis to love the babe that milks me. I would, while it was smiling in my face,
Have plucked my nipple from his boneless gums And dashed the brains out, had I so sworn as you Have done to this. (55-60)
MACBETH: Bring forth men-children only, For thy undaunted mettle should compose Nothing  but  males. (71-73)
Act 2 Scene 3
LADY MACBETH: What’s the business,
That such a hideous trumpet calls to parley The sleepers of the house? Speak, speak!
MACDUFF: O gentle lady,
'Tis not for you to hear what I can speak: The repetition, in a woman’s ear,
Would murder as it fell. (56-61)
LADY MACBETH: Help me hence, ho! (99)
Act 3 Scene 4
LADY MACBETH: (aside to MACBETH) Are you a man? MACBETH: Ay, and a bold one, that dare look on that Which might appal the devil. (62-64)
Act 4 Scene 3
MACDUFF: All my pretty ones? Did you say all? O hell-kite! All?
What, all my pretty chickens and their dam At one fell swoop?
MALCOLM: Dispute it like a man. MACDUFF: I shall do so,
But I must also feel it as a man. (222-228)
MALCOLM: Be this the whetstone of your sword. Let grief Convert to anger. Blunt not the heart, enrage it.
MACDUFF: Oh, I could play the woman with mine eyes And braggart with my tongue! (235-238)
Act 5 Scene 8
MACBETH: Accursèd be that tongue that tells me so, For it hath cowed my better part of man!  (17-18)
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Fate and Free Will
Act 1 Scene 2
FIRST WITCH: All hail, Macbeth! Hail to thee, thane of Glamis! SECOND WITCH: All hail, Macbeth! Hail to thee, thane of Cawdor! THIRD WITCH: All hail, Macbeth, that shalt be king hereafter! (49-51)
BANQUO: But ’tis strange.
And oftentimes, to win us to our harm, The instruments of darkness tell us truths, Win us with honest trifles, to betray ’s
In deepest consequence. (124-128)
MACBETH: This supernatural soliciting Cannot be ill, cannot be good. If ill, Why hath it given me earnest of success,
Commencing in a truth? I am thane of Cawdor. If good, why do I yield to that suggestion Whose horrid image doth unfix my hair
And make my seated heart knock at my ribs, Against the use of nature? (134-141)
MACBETH: (aside) If chance will have me king, why, chance may crown me Without  my  stir. (147-149)
Act 1 Scene 5
Hie thee hither,
That I may pour my spirits in thine ear And chastise with the valor of my tongue
All that impedes thee from the golden round, Which fate and metaphysical aid doth seem To have thee crowned withal. (25-30)
Act 2 Scene 1
BANQUO: All’s well.
I dreamt last night of the three weird sisters: To you they have showed some truth.
MACBETH: I think not of them.
Yet, when we can entreat an hour to serve,
We would spend it in some words upon that business, If you would grant the time. (18-25)
Act 3 Scene 1
MACBETH: It is concluded. Banquo, thy soul’s flight, If it find heaven, must find it out tonight.
(146-147)
Act 4 Scene 1
FIRST APPARITION: Macbeth! Macbeth! Macbeth! Beware Macduff. Beware the thane of Fife. Dismiss me. Enough.  (74-75)
SECOND APPARITION: Be bloody, bold, and resolute. Laugh to scorn The power of man, for none of woman born
Shall harm Macbeth.
MACBETH: Then live, Macduff. What need I fear of thee? But yet I’ll make assurance double sure,
And take a bond of fate. Thou shalt not live, That I may tell pale-hearted fear it lies, And sleep in spite of thunder.  (81-89)
THIRD APPARITION: Be lion-mettled, proud, and take no care Who chafes, who frets, or where conspirers are.
Macbeth shall never vanquished be until Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane Hill Shall come against him. (94-98)



